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LIST  OF  EX-PRESIDENTS 


or  THE 


For  Term  eiiHing  April,  1859,  JOSHUA  T.  HEALD. 

“  “  “  1860,  WILLIA.AI  CAN  BY. 

“  “  “  1861,  SAxMUEL  BIDDLE. 

“  “  “  1862,  WILLIAM  S.  HILLES. 

“  “  1»63,  GEO.  W.  BUSH. 

“  “  “  1864,  Dr.  WM.  R.  BULLOCK. 

“  “  “  1865,  Dr.  J.F.  VAUGHAN. 

“  “  “  1866,  JOHN  H.  ADAMS. 

“  “  “  1867,  JOHN  P.  xMcLEAR. 

“  1868,  S.  M.  HARRINGTON. 

“  “  “  1869.  DAN’L  W.  TAYLOR. 

“  “  “  1870,  WILLIAM  H.  SWIFT, 

“  “  “  1871,  ANTHONY  HIGGINS. 

“  “  “  1872,  WxM.  M.  CANBY. 

‘  ‘  “  1873,  GEO.  H.  BATES. 

“  “  1874,  MxVHLON  M.  CHI!. D. 


\ 


\ 


OFFICERS  FOR  1873-74. 


President. — Rev.  T.  G.  LITTELL. 

Corresponding  Secretarg. — S.  A.  MACALLI8TER. 
Recording  Secretari/.—dOi^.  A.  RICHARDSON. 
Treasurer. — SAAI’L  D.  SMITH. 


\ 


DIRECTORS 


GEORGE  H.  BATFA 
E.  G.  BRADFORD, 


MEM.  M.  CANBY, 

Dr.  WM.  R.  bullock 


DANIEL  M'OODALL, 
IGNATIUS  C.  GRUBB, 


HOWARD  M.  JENKIN 
WILLIAM  CANBY. 


Term  Expires  April,  1S76. 


JOHN  C.  COLE, 

EDWARD  TATNALL,  Jr  , 


S.  AUCHINCLOSS, 
MAHLON  M.  CHILD. 


Term  Expires  April,  1877. 


LIBRARIAN 

A.  F.  WILMANS. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES,  1874-76. 


Wafjs  and  Meam. 

WILLIAM  CANBA", 

1.  C.  ( rllUBB, 

SAM’L  I).  SMITH. 

Rooms  and  Fixtures. 

MAHLON  M.  CHILI), 

I.  C.  GRUBB, 

WM,  M.  CANBY. 

Neirspapers  and  l^eriodicals. 

JYG.  ('.  COLE, 

EDW.  G  BRADFORD,  Jr., 
EDW.  TATNALL,  Jr. 


Donations  and  Archives. 

H.  M.  JENKINS, 

S.  A.  MACALLISTER, 
EDW.  G.  BRADFORD,  Jr. 

Library. 

Dr.  WM.  R.  BULLOCK, 
WM.  M.  CANBY, 

W.  S.  AUCHINCL03S 

Printing. 

EDW.  TATNALL,  Jr., 

W.  S.  AUCHINCLOSS, 
MAHLON  M.  CHILD. 


Lectures. 


GEO.  H.  BATES, 

S.  A.  MACALLISTER, 
DANIEL  M^OODALL. 


SPECIAL  MEETING. 


Wilmington  Instictue,  Monday,  June  'M,  1873. 

A  Special  Meeting  of  tlie  Stockholders  of  the  Institute,  called  by  the  Prtsi- 
dent,  in  pursuance  of  Sec.  5  of  the  Amended  Charter,  was  held  in  the  Library 
and  Reading  Room,  President  Mahlon  M.  Child  in  the  Chair. 

The  President  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting  to  be  the  adoption  of  new  P>y- 
Laws  for  the  government  of  the  Corporaiion,  as  provided  for  in  the  Amended 
Charter.  The  section  relating  thereto  was  read. 

The  revised  By-Laws,  as  presented  to  the  Executive  Committee,  were  read 
Mr.  Cole  moved  to  amend  Art.  I,  Sec.  3,  by  striking  out  “  Two  Dollars”  and  in¬ 
serting  in  lieu  thereof  “  One  Dollar  and  Fifty  Cents.”  Mr.  Cole  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  amendment,  and  Messrs.  Bullock  and  W.  M.  Canby  against  it.  The  mo¬ 
tion  was  lost. 

On  motion,  the  By-Laws  were  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Wm.  M.  Canby  moved  that  all  portions  of  the  Constitution  and  old  By- 
Laws  inconsistent  therewith  be  revoked  ;  motion  adopted. 

On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned. 

JOS.  A.  RICHARDSON, 

Recording  Secretary. 


SEVEKTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


WILMINC4T0N  Institute,  Monday,  Ajyril  13th,  1874. 

The  Seventeeth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Wilmington  Institute  was  held  in  the 
Library  and  Reading  Room.  President  Mahlon  M.  Child  in  the  Chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Meeting,  and  of  the  Special  Meeting 
held  .June  9th,  1878,  were  read  and  approved. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  the  several  Standing  Committees  were  read  ; 
the  retiring  President  presented  his  report  of  the  doings  of  the  Corporation  dur¬ 
ing  his  admii.'istration,  making  several  important  suggestions. 

The  retiring  President  then  introduced  the  President  elect.  Rev.  T.  G.  Littell, 
who,  after  expressing  his  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  took  the  chair. 

On  motion,  the  repfirts  of  the  President,  Treasurer,  and  Committees,  were 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  publication. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  resolution,  adopted  h/  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  at  a  meeting  held  March  .3d,  1874: 

“AVheke”S,  Many  Stockholders  of  the  Institute  object  to  the  use  of  the  Hall 
for  dancing  parties,  and  application  having  frequently  been  made  to  the  Direc¬ 
tors  to  jirohibit  them.  Therefore, 

“  Rexolml,  That  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Stockholders’ Annual  Meeting, 
to  take  action  thereon,  and  instruct  the  Executive  Committee  as  to  its  future 
course.” 

Mr.  Grubb  moved  that  this  meeting  approve  of  the  Executive  Committee 
granting  the  Hall  for  dancing  purposes.  The  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Macallister  pre.sented  the  following  resolution  and  moved  its  adoption: 

“  Besohed,  That  the  Executive  Committee  are  hereby  authorized  to  continue 
the  issue  of  scrip  until  the  membership  of  the  Institute  shall  reach  two  thou¬ 
sand  :  Provided,  They  may  at  any  time  discontinue  the  issue  of  scrip,  if  in  their 
judgment  such  action  shall  be  necessary.” 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grubb,  the  thanks  of  the  Stockholders  were  tendered  to  the 
retiring  Officers  and  Directors  for  their  services  during  the  past  year. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

.JOB.  A.  RICHARDSON. 

B,ec.  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 

Charles  W.  Ho’wland,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Wilmington  Institute. 

DE.  EECEIPTS. 

Received  from  Stockholders . $2,666  00 

“  “  Rent  of  Hall .  1,738  11 

“  “  use  of  Directors’  Room .  23  00 

“  “  “  Basement . 38  50 

“  “  “  “  last  ye-’r .  123  00 

“  “  Stores  and  offices .  2,755  52 

“  “  House  No.  811  Market  street .  691  67 

“  “  Fines  $88.24,  Books  lost.  $3 .  91  24 

“  “  Fees,  for  New  books . 20  16 

“  for  Aquarium,  $10,  2  window  weights,  50  cts  .* .  10  50 

“  “  Sales  of  Old  Books  and  Papers .  9  61 


$8,167  31 

Balance  from  last  year .  770  17 


$8,937  48 

CR.  EXPENDITURES. 

Books . $  694  77 

New.«papers  and  Periodicals .  339  00 

Binding  and  Repairing  .  .  •  •  • .  100  26 

Librarian . 80(1  00 

Assistant  Librarian .  280  00 

Gas .  666  36 

Fuel .  229  00 

Interest .  1,560  00 

Bond  No.  2,  New  Series .  500  00 

Note  to  New  Castle  County  Insurance  Company . 500  00 

Taxes,  City  and  County .  836  00 

State  Tax,  $21,000  .  81  70 

Water  Tax .  42  00 

Insurance .  200  00 

Advertising  and  Printing .  36  07 

Printing  Annual  Report .  78  50 

Janitor .  504  00 

Police .  50  00 

Kerris  &  Garrett .  116  28 

Postage .  1671 

G.  Worrell .  55  50 

Mitchell  &  Wilson .  492  62 

James  Mitchell .  31  17 

Adair  &  Woodward .  77  25 

S.  B.  Minor .  90  OO 

Diamond  State  Iron  Co .  49  00 

James  &  Webb .  29  13 

J.  R.  Holt .  25  93 

License  for  last  year,  (City.) .  25  50 

“  “  this  “  “  .  25  50 

Sundries .  257  88 


$8  790  13 

Balance  of  Cash  on  hand .  147  35 


Wilmington,  4th  Mo.  10,  1874. 
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We  have  examined  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  C.  W.  Howland,  Treasurer, 
and  find  them  correct,  leaving;  a  balance  due  the  Wilmington  Institute  of  One 
Hundred  and  Forty-seven  Dollars  and  Thirty-five  cents.  ($147  35). 

WILLIAM  CANBY, 

HOWAED  M.  JENKINS, 

Committee  on  Wayf,  and  Means. 


REPORT  OF  WAYS  AND  MEANS  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  Ways  and  Cleans  respectfully  make  the  following  report: 


Number  of  Annual  members . 747 

“  Life  “  40 

“  Perpetual  “  3 


790 

Increase  of  membership  for  the  past  year  (over  all) . . 205 

“  over  full  membership . 267 

Number  of  shares  of  scrip  disposed  of . 374 

“  “  stock  forfeited  the  past  year . none  yet. 

“  “  members  not  paid  to  date . 64 

Amount  of  taxes  received  from  stockholders . $2,659  50 

“  “  “  “  subscribers  .  5  00 


Since  last  report  Five  Hundred  Dollars  of  the  debt  of  the  second  mortgage 
bond  has  been  paid,  as  well  as  Five  Hundred  Dollars  of  the  floating  debt;  leav¬ 
ing  the  present  indebtedness  of  the  Institute  as  follows  : 

Two  mortgages  held  by  the  “Wilmington  Saving  Fund  Society,”  one 
for  Thirteen  Thousand  Dollars  and  the  other  for  F'ive  Thous¬ 


and  Dollars . $18,000  00 

Six  bonds  for  $500  each  (Mortgage  held  by  Trustees) .  3,000  00 

Mortgage  on  adjoining  property . .  3,500  00 

Note  due  New  Castle  County  (Mutual  Insurance  Company .  500  00 


Total . $25,000  00 


The  plan  adopted  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Institute  in  the 
month  of  January,  1873,  to  issue  one  share  of  stock  and  five  scrip  certificates  to 
each  member,  in  lieu  ot  the  semi-annual  subscription,  as  a  means  of  membership, 
has  succeeded  very  well,  as  is  shown  by  the  increase  of  membership. 

A^our  committee  would  therefore  recommend  the  further  distribution  of  scrip, 
until,  at  least,  our  list  of  stockholders  reaches  one  thousand — then,  if  thought 
advisable  by  the  Executive  Committee,  the  annual  assessment  can  be  reduced  to 
Three  Dollars. 

The  receipts  from  the  Hall  and  other  parts  of  the  building,  are  nearly  up  to 
the  estimate  made  by  the  committee  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  so  that 
our  financial  condition  is  favorable. 

During  the  year  we  have  expended  a  considerable  amount  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  adjoining  property — notwithstanding  we  have  paid  one-half  of  the 
floating  debt,  and  reduced  our  permanent  debt  Five  Hundred  D-dlars. 

Wiljiington,  March  31,  1874.  WILLIAM  C-ANBA", 

II.  M.  JENKINS, 

C.  W.  HOWLAND, 

Committee. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CO:\DnTTEE  ON  DONATIONS  AND 

ARCHIVES. 

No  important  or  valuable  donations  have  been  made  to  the  Library  this  year. 
The  greater  part  of  those  received  have  been  public  documents,  forwarded  by  our 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  reports  of  various  libraries  and 
other  institutions.  The  committee  report  the  following  derailed  list : 

From  C.  H.  Gallagher,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Water  Department  of  the  City 
of  Wilmington  : 

Two  copies  of  the  Report  of  that  Department  for  187.3. 

From  Young  Men’s  Associatio'^,  of  Buffalo  : 

The  37th  Annual  Report  of  that  Association. 

From  Hon.  Thomas  F.  Bayard: 

Public  Documents  as  follows  : 

12  volumes  Reports  Ku  Klux  Investigations. 

1  “  Report  of  state  of  affairs  in  Insurrectionary  States.' 

19  “  Congressional  Globe. 

4  “  Patent  Office  Reports,  for  1868. 

Speech  on  the  Currency. 

From  Hon.  .James  R.  Lofland: 

Public  Documents  as  follows: 

Annual  Report  Commissioner  of  Education,  1871. 

Geological  Survey  of  Wyoming,  Montana,  etc 
Mineral  Resources  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountain^. 

From  Mercantile  Library  Association,  of  San  Francisco  : 

The  61st  Annual  Report  of  that  Institution. 

From  Public  Library,  of  Cincinnati . 

Annual  Report  of  that  Institution  for  1373. 

From  Boston  Public  Library  : 

Bulletins  of  that  Institution. 

From  Commissioner  of  Patents  : 

General  Index  of  Official  Gazette  and  Monthly  Volume  of  Patents. 

From  The  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education  : 

4  Circulars  on  Educational  affairs. 

From  The  Mercantile  Library  Asso  iation,  of  New  York  : 

Annual  Report  of  that  Institution. 

From  BouGHMiN,  Thomas  &  Co. : 

Uniform  Trade  List  Annual,  for  1873. 

From  Providence  Athen.eum: 

Annual  Report  of  that  Institution. 

From  G.  G.  Batten  : 

“  Va-shti,”  and  “  Five  Acres  Too  Much.’’ 

From  New  Je.rsey’  Historical  Society: 

Report  of  Proceedings. 

From  D.  W.  Harlan,  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  of  the  City  of  Wil¬ 
mington  : 

Annual  Report  of  Public  Schools  for  1373. 

From  Philadelphia  Library  Co.  : 

Annual  Report  of  that  Institution. 

From  Dexter  A.  Hawkins,  Esq. : 

Report  on  Compulsory  Education. 

From - : 

Opinion  of  .Judge  Walker  in  the  Texas  Election  Ca.se. 

From  John  W.  Nystrom  : 

“Principles  of  Dynamics.” 

?rom  Edward  Bringhurst: 

Five  Illustrated  Catalogues  of  Composite  Iron  Works  Company. 

HOWARD  M.  JENKINS, 

S.  A.  MACALLISTER, 

Committee  on  Donations  and  Archives 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  ROOMS  AND  FIXTURES. 


Tlie  Committee  lias  endeavored  during  the  year  just  past,  to  keep  the  property 
of  the  Institute  in  good  order.  Tlie  roof  of  the  main  building  has  been  put  in 
thorough  repair  and  repainted.  A  stationary  washstand  has  been  put  in  Store 
No.  807,  and  water  also  introduced  into  the  basement  room  at  the  corner  of 
Eighth  and  Shipley  Streets. 

The  adjoining  property.  No.  811  Market  Street,  has  been  improved,  as  proposed 
in  last  year’s  report  of  the  committee,  by  raising  the  front  one  story,  and  covering 
that  half  of  the  roof  with  tin,  making  three  good  rooms  in  the  third  story.  The 
new  brick  work  of  the  front  was  covered  with  three  coats  of  paint,  and  the  brick 
work  of  the  whole  front  with  one  coat.  The  work  was  well  done,  under  contract, 
at  a  cost  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  the  rent  being  increased  to  $700 
per  annum,  an  advance  of  $50;  the  alteration  in  the  lease  taking  effect  from  the 
date  of  completion  of  the  repairs. 

The  stores,  adjoining  property,  and,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  offices  and 
rooms  in  the  main  building,  have  been  rented  for  the  entire  year. 

The  amount  of  rents  received  aggregate  $5,24(1  80,  which  is  nearly  up  to  the 
estimate  of  revenue  from  that  source.  As  collected  they  have  been  paid  to  the 
Treasurer. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  insurances  on  the  buildings  and  contents,  pfoperty 
of  the  Institute : 


Girard  of  Philadelphia  .  .  . 
rnion  Mutual,  Phi'adelphia  . 
Farmers’  Mutual,  Del  .  .  . 
New  Castle  Co.  Mutual,  Del  . 


Itelaware  Mutual  .  .  . 
Citizens’,  of  New  York  . 
Guardian,  “ 
German,  of  Philadelphia 
Penn,  “ 

American,  “ 


$5,000  00  Expires  Dec.  29. 


2,500  00 

u 

'•  30. 

5,000  00 

n 

Second  IN 

5,000  00 

n 

Jan.  5. 

.8,000  00 

(1 

“  30. 

5,000  00 

April  24. 

2,000  00 

May  10. 

2,500  00 

a 

“  10. 

2,500  00 

a 

j 

Sept.  18. 

2,500  00 

u 

“  18. 

.5,000  00 

u 

“  19. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


EDWARD  TATNALL,  Je., 
WILLIAM  CANBY, 
CHAS.  W.  HOWL.4.ND. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  LECTURES. 


The  Committee  on  Lectures  respectfully  report,  that  owing  to  the  fact  that  the! 
Executive  Committee  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  have  a  course  of  lectures  during! 
the  past  year,  no  lectures  have  been  given  during  that  time. 


DANIEL  WOODALL, 

W.  S.  AUCHINCLOSS, 

EDWARD  G.  BRADFORD,  Je., 

Gommittee 


|7■. 
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REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


The  Library  Committee  respectfully  submit  the  following  report ; 

The  comparative  statement  for  the  years  ending  April  1st,  1873,  and  April  1st, 
1874,  is  as  follows — the  number  of  books  given  being  by  actual  count : 


In  the  Library,  1873.  1874. 

Folios, .  260  274 

Quartos, .  423  465 

Octavos .  4242  4302 

Duodecimos, .  5276  5517 


Total, .  10,201  10,558 

Add  odd  volumes  not  indexed, .  75  85 


10,270  10,643 

Net  increase, .  . 367 


Note. — There  were  388  volumes  of  condemned  books  last  year,  which  being 
disposed  of,  are  not  taken  into  the  account  thi.s  year. 

New  Books  added,  as  follows  : 


New  Books  purchased, . 375 

Magazines,  &c.,  bound, .  65 

Books  presented, .  45 —  485 


1873.  1874. 

Number  lost  or  -sto’en,  (found  by  deducting  increase  by  count  from 


the  number  added) .  208  118 

Books  issued  to  members, .  23,770  30,177 

Increase, .  1,670  6,407 

187.3.  1874. 

Expenditures  for  Books, . !|1030  27  $660  62 

“  “  Binding  and  Stationery, .  400  37  115  36 

Cost  per  book  purchased,  about .  1  00  1  76 

Various  amounts  received  by  Librarian  : 

Fines, . *.  .  $127  15  $  88  24 

Fees  for  books  retained,  and  other  items, .  19  05  20  16 

Old  paper  sold, .  2(!  83  9  61 


Total, .  1173  03  fll8  01 

Librarian’s  salary, . $807  66  $800  00 

Assistant’s  “  . .  246  71  260  00 

Total  amount  expended  on  Library, . $2491  01  $1835  98 

1  Less  Fines,  &c.,  received, .  173  03  118  01 


Net  expenses  of  Library . $2,317  98  $1,717  97 


The  375  volumes  of  new  books  purcha=ed  may  be  classified  as  follows : 


*  Fiction, . 176 

8  Science, .  28 

Poetry  and  Belles-Lettres  29 

Travels, .  13 

Memoirs,  &c., .  23 

History, .  43 

rheology, .  5 

**Tuveniles,  ...  .  58 
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The  figures  given  above  are  so  full  that  coniraent  seems  necessary  on  bnt  few 
points.  It  is  evident  that  the  Library  and  Reading-room  are  now  the  only  return 
given  to  the  members  for  their  investment  in  the  Institute,  no  lectures  having 
been  provided  during  the  past  year.  This  being  the  case,  these  departments 
should  be  made  as  attractive  as  possible,  and  to  this  end  many  more  books  should 
he  added  than  during  the  last  twelve  months,  when  the  financial  pressure  so 
lowered  the  revenues  of  the  Institute  that  a  comparatively  small  addition  was  made 
to  the  Library.  This  becomes  especially  pertinent  in  view  of  the  important  and 
very  gratifying  increase  in  the  number  of  members  and  the  correspondingly  large 
number  of  books  given  out.  The  totals  of  both  these  items  are  now  greater  than 
at  any  former  period.  The  Committee  would  strongly  recommend  this  increase 
in  the  number  of  books  purchased  and  the  necessary  providing  of  means  therefor 
to  the  early  and  earnest  attention  of  the  new  Board  of  Directors. 

But  if  this  is  done  it  will  be  equally  necessary  to  provide  more  cases  for  books, 
almost  all  the  available  sjiace  being  now  occupied.  The  recommendation  of  last 
year  in  this  respect  is  renewed. 

Another  pressing  need  in  the  Reading-room  is  better  light  in  the  evening. 
"Whenever  the  large  hall  is  fully  lighted  it  becomes  so  dim  in  the  Library  as  to 
be  very  unpleasant  and  trying  to  those  desirous  to  read.  This  is  the  more  impor¬ 
tant  as  the  evening  is  the  only  time  when  many  members  can  use  the  Library. 

The  increased  number  of  members  renders  a  new  catalogue  of  the  Library  a 
pressing  necessity.  If  the  money  for  this  cannot  be  provided  at  once,  an  annual 
appropriation  of  a  comparatively  small  amount  would  soon  furnish  sufficient 
means  to  give  each  member  a  pamphlet  copy.  Lists  of  the  additions  could  be 
printed  for  each  year  until  it  again  became  necessary  to  unite  all  in  a  new  cata-  | 
logue.  This  plan  has  been  found  to  work  well  in  other  libraries  and  would  doubt¬ 
less  do  so  here.  If  these  additional  lists  were  printed  each  year,  in  connection 
with  the  annual  Report,  in  place  of  lists  of  members,  it  might  be  advantageous. 
The  subject  is,  at  least,  worth  consideration.  ■ 

The  number  of  books  lost  or  stolen  is  less  than  last  year,  but  still  too  large, 

It  is  probable  that  most  of  these  are  stolen  by  dishonest  members.  Nearly  fifty 
volumes,  which  had  been  tluis  purloined,  were  recovered  during  the  year. 

I  he  Committee  leel  that  they  must  call  attention  to  the  very  large  proportion 
of  works  of  fiction  bought  for  the  Library.  As  most  of  these  are  specially  desired 
by  members,  it  is  not  easy  to  avoid  getting  them.  Yet  they  do  not  proportionally 
add  to  the  permanent  wealth  of  the  Institute,  nor,  it  is  to  be  feared,  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  those  members  by  whom  they  are  read.  I 

It  only  remains  for  the  Committee  to  add  that  the  Librarian  and  Assistant  I 
Librarian  have  performed  their  duties  efficiently  and  satisfactorily.  I 

WM.  M.  CANBY,  I 

WM.  R.  BULLOCK,  I 

GEO.  H.  BATES.  I 


EEPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PRINTING. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  respectfully  report  that  all  business  referred  to  it 
has  been  attended  to,  and  all  bills  contracted  by  it  have  been  paid. 

T.  GARDINER  LITTELL, 
IGNATIUS  C.  GRUBB, 

GEO.  H.  BATES. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  NEWSPAPERS  AND 

PERIODICALS. 


Wilmington  Institote,  March  31,  1874. 

To  THE  Executive  Committee  : 

We  present  the  following  as  a  summary  account  of  the  businesss  of  ibis  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Institute,  since  our  last  annual  report. 

The  whole  number  of  publications  of  this  class  now  furnished  regularly  to  the 
Reading  Room,  i"  sixty-one.  There  are  of 


Daily  New  papers, . 17 

Semi-Weekly  Newspapers, .  2 

Weekly  “  17 

Monthly  Magazines, . 19 

Quarterly  “  .  6 


We  have  added  during  the  year  the  followir  g,  viz. ; — Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 
Washington  Daily  Star,  Engineering,  London,  weekly.  The  Aldine,  and  Schiml 
*1  Journal,  monthly.  The  amount  paid  in  advance  to  January,  1875,  is  $340.42, 
!  including  postage.  It  is  hoped  that  the  income  will  soon  justify  an  increased 
f  allowance  in  this  department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  C  COLE, 

T.  G.  LITIG  LI-, 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  RETIRING  PRESIDENT. 

Gentlemen.  Stoi.'khoideks  of  the  Wil'mington  Institute: 

According  to  .-.n  established  practice,  and  the  provisions  of  the  amended  charter, 
I  present  you  my  report  of  the  condition  of  the  Institute,  and  also  some  sug- 
gestioiis  which  the  duties  of  my  office  have  forced  upon  me. 

I  am  happ3'  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  success  this  Inititute  has  attained 
in  consequence  of  the  change  made  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  held  April  7th, 
1S73.  Since  that  time  the  charter  was  so  amended  as  to  allow  each  member  to 
become  a  stockholder,  thereby  making  this  Institute  a  joint  stock  companj'.  The 
wisdom  of  such  action  has  been  made  fully  manifest  by  the  rapid  increase  in 
membership. 

The  reports  of  the  various  Committees  of  the  Board  will,  I  think,  compare 
favorably  with  those  of  the  same  Committees  of  previous  Boards,  and  will  show 
you  that  the  membership  is  now  larger  than  that  of  any  previous  year;  and  by 
the  income,  although  without  the  receijits  from  Hall  rent,  equal  to  that  of  past 
years,  has  suffered  no  decrea.se. 

The  conclusion  is  therefore  evident  that  the  adoption  of  the  new  plan  is  a 
decided  success. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  should  be  followed  up  by  a 
further  distribution  of  scrip  until  the  number  of  stockholders  shall  be,  at  least, 
one  thousand.  It  seems  rational  to  suppose  that  if  one  share  of  scrip  were 
delivered  to  each  of  the  present  seven  hundred  and  ninety  members,  the  number 
in  a  very  short  time  would  be  doubled. 

The  time  has  come,  in  the  opinion  of  your  retiring  president,  in  which  certain 
changes  ought  to  be  made  in  the  building,  or  the  adjacent  property;  either  thatj 
the  store.  No.  SOI.)  or  811  Market  street,  be  fitted  up  as  a  reading-room,  or  that  tht 
adjoining  property  be  sold.  Were  the  store  No.  809  arranged  for  a  reading-room  I 
the  increased  facilities  for  reading  would  draw  a  larger  membership,  and  thu  j 
fully  repay  the  corporation  for  the  expense  incurred,  I 

If  the  new  Board  of  Directors  deem  it  wise  to  .sell  the  property  adjoining,  th  I 
net  [iroceeds  could  be  applied  to  liquidating  the  present  debts  of  the  InstituhJ 
It  may  be  urged,  with  much  force,  too,  that  this  Institute  should  not  hold  propertJ 
when  the  money  invested  therein  could  be  expended  so  as  to  give  the  preseijl 
stockholders  many  advantages  of  which  they  are  now  deprived.  I 

Some  may  regard  the  selling  of  the  property  adjoining  as  an  unwise  move  I 
this  time,  but  an  examination  of  it  will  tend  to  dispel  the  objections.  I 

If  you  sell  the  adjoining  property  for  say  six  thousand,  or  six  thousand  fi§ 
hundred  dollars,  above  the  present  mortgage,  and  apply  the  first  five  hundrl 
dollars  to  pay  the  floating  debt,  instead  of  taking  that  amount  from  the  receiil 
from  the  yearly  dues  and  rents,  j'oti  can  invest  that  sum  at  once  in  the  pnrch.  J 
of  books  ;  take  the  second  five  hundred  dollars  and  pay  off  one  bond,  and  soli 
continue  every  year,  you  will  have  a  much  greater  sum  for  the  purchase  of  bo'B 
than  you  can  reasonably  expect  in  any  other  way.  Such  a  course  of  action  tl 
add  both  interest  and  members  to  the  Institute.  I 

The  average  annual  receipts  from  membership  for  the  past  thirteen  years  Im 
elusive  of  the  last  year,)  amount  to  nineteen  hundred  and  seventy-six  doll)|i 
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deduct  that  from  twenty-six  hun  Ired  and  fifty-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  the 
receipts  for  the  present  year,  and  you  will  have  six  hundred  and  eighty-three 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  ;  the  increase,  you  will  observe,  is  no  small  sum. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  will  show  you  the  financial  condition  of  the  Insti¬ 
tute,  its  receipts  and  expenditures.  You  cannot  fail  to  notice  the  small  amount 
expended  for  books.  The  debt  of  the  Institute  has  been  reduced  one  thousand 
dollars,  while  some  of  the  expenses  have  been  increased,  (but  in  no  case  when  it 
could  be  avoided.)  The  expenses  of  the  Library,  including  the  salaries  of  the 
Librarian  and  his  assistant,  have  been  reduced  six  hundred  dollars.  There  have 
been  four  hundred  and  eighty-five  new  books  added  to  the  Library,  which  is  a 
decrease  of  five  hundred  and  twenty-seven  books,  compared  with  the  previous 
year ;  but  this  is  largely  owing  to  the  purchase  of  Tauchnitz’  edition  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year  ;  yet  the  number  of  books  taken  out  during  the  present  year  has  been 
six  thousand  four  hundred  and  seven,  an  excess  of  four  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  over  that  of  last  year.  These  last  figures  present  the  most 
gratifying  results,  and  show  that  the  thirst  for  reading  matter  is  increasing. 

The  Committee  on  Rooms  and  Fixtures  report  the  stores  rented  for  the  com¬ 
ing  year.  Were  they  instructed  to  make  repairs  to  the  main  Hall,  by  taking 
down  the  muslin,  now  so  unsightly,  and  put  up  arches  over  the  galary,  and  if 
necessary  extend  them  around  the  room  on  three  sides,  it  would  be  made  more 
attractive  and  useful. 

In  retiring  from  the  position  to  which  you  were  so  kind  as  to  elect  me,  I  can¬ 
not  refrain  from  availing  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  return  you  my  most  sin¬ 
cere  thanks  for  the  uniform  kindness  with  which  I  have  always  been  received, 
and  for  the  forbearance  which  you  have  manifested  towards  me  in  the  discharge 
of  my  duties,  both  by  you  as  members,  and  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
I  There  remains  now  nothing  more  for  me  to  do  than  to  present  to  you  my 
j  chosen  successor,  under  whose  administration  its  affairs  will,  I  am  convinced,  be 
I  conducted  to  your  entire  satisfaction. 

^  M.  M.  CHILD,  President. 
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